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This year the residents have participated in individual and 
group holidays . Staff have volunteered their time to ensure 
the residents were able to attend holidays to Tasmania, Ocean 
Grove and Port Fairy which is greatly appreciated .

The residents continue to participate in a range of community 
based recreation and leisure activities .

Middleton Street house staff provides a family day every three 
months, the staff volunteer their time to make the family day 
happen . The family day is treasured by the residents, families 
and management .

I would like to thank the staff for their commitment to the 
residents and the organisation and look forward to the year 
ahead .

Mark O’Brien 
Residential Manager

Currently the GV Centre supports twenty five people with 
disabilities in five community residential units . The GV Centre’s 
residential service will soon be expanding after we were 
successful in obtaining funding through the My Future My 
Choice initiative to build a new facility . My Future My Choice 
is a Commonwealth-State government initiative that aims 
to provide better living options for younger people with a 
disability living in, or at risk of entry to residential aged care . 

GV Centre has formed a partnership with GV Health to provide 
flexible support to clients with high medical support needs . The 
six bed facility will feature active nights, onsite nursing, health 
care coordination, rehabilitation expertise and Individualised 
planning & assessment . 
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Joel McLennan has been a resident of the Stanley Street 
house and accessed the programs at the GV Centre for 
the past 18 mths.  Prior to this Joel attended Verney Road.   
Joel attends a number of programs at the GV Centre 
each day including music, cooking, men in the shed, 
computers, community access, swimming, gardening, 
Mooroopna Primary School canteen, communication 
and the GV Centre / Shepparton ACE drama group.  
Since he started at the GV Centre he has also been 
awarded client of the month for his involvement in all 
of these programs.

Music and drama and the communication program 
with Elaine are Joel’s favourite programs.  The GV 
Centre / Shepparton ACE drama group held their 
first performance at the official opening of the new 
Shepparton Ace building, he said he had fun performing 

and is looking forward to future performances. He is 
also a past member of ‘Shine’ which is also a local drama/
music group.  Music and drama are certainly a favourite 
of Joel’s, he has a microphone and a comprehensive 
collection of music DVD’s and CD’s in his room.

In his spare time Joel regularly attends Happy Feet an 
exercise program at Aquamoves and goes on day trips 
with the Stanley Street residents and loves going out 
with his friends and family.  The Stanley Street residents 
also go bowling and to the movies and have regular 
fishing trips to the river.  

Joel has great memories, and a good collection of 
photos from his holiday to Queensland with his foster 
parents, “We went to all the theme parks and on the 
rollercoasters and did lots of swimming”.

Joel McLennan


